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Student Attendance and Absences 

 
 
Research has demonstrated that promptness and regular attendance are essential skills 
for success, not only in school, but for life beyond.  Lack of attendance in school can be 
an early indicator to possible struggles in the future.  Any secondary (7-12) student 
attending Platte County School District #2 will be allowed ten (10) absences per 
semester without academic penalty.  Any absence, with the exception of school 
activities, will be recorded as a class absence.  Any absence beyond the ten (10) could 
result in loss of credit for the semester. 
 
Definitions 
 
Absence: Not being in attendance in any class for which a student is enrolled, not 
including being gone for a school activity. 
 
Excused Absence:  Any absence with the knowledge and approval of the parent or 
guardian.  For an absence to be excused a phone call or written excuse must be in the 
office within two (2) school days following the absence.  These will count toward the ten 
(10) days.  One school day is allowed for make-up for each day missed.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to make arrangements for make-up work. 
 
Unexcused Absence:  Any absence for which documentation is not received, either in 
writing or by phone call, within the two (2) school days time frame.  Work missed may 
be made-up at 50% credit of score earned within one (1) school day. 
 
Truancy: Absence that demonstrate a willful and premeditated violation of school 
attendance.  Work missed may be made-up at 50% credit of score earned. 
 
Habitual Truancy:  W.S. 21-4-110 states any student with five (5) or more unexcused 
absences in any one (1) year will be declared habitually truant. 
 
 
Absence Procedures 
 

1. When a student reaches five (5) absences in any class period (regardless of 
excused or unexcused) the principal and/or his designee shall send written 
notification to the student and parent stating the class or classes the student has 
been absent from five (5) times specifically notifying the parent of the importance 
of regular school attendance. 
 

2. After a student is absent in any class seven (7) times (whether excused or 
unexcused) the principal and/or his designee will schedule a conference with the 



student and his/her parent or guardian to discuss the importance of school 
attendance and the attendance policy. 

 
3. After the student is absent from any class nine (9) times (whether excused or 

unexcused) the principal will arrange a meeting with the student, the student’s 
parents/guardians and the superintendent to address the absences and explain 
that any additional absences will result in loss of credit for the semester. 

 
4. If a student is passing the class at the end of the semester, despite absences 

over the allotted amount (10), they can recover the credit by passing a 
cumulative semester assessment with a score of 75% or higher.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to make arrangements with the teacher to take the 
assessment. 

 
5. Exception to the nine (9) days absent would be circumstances beyond the 

student’s control requiring extended time away from school such as family 
emergencies, major illness or hospitalization.  These situations will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis, with documentation required when needed.  
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